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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY — GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.35 pm]: I rise tonight to condemn the government for its actions 
in pressuring the Environmental Protection Authority to buckle and withdraw its recommendations to limit carbon 
emissions in this state. It has absolutely made a mockery of the independence of the EPA. The EPA was designed 
to give advice; it was not designed to be pushed around by big industry, or by a government heavily influenced by 
big industry. Rather than heed the recommendations of the EPA, the government has pushed ahead with the advice 
of industry and decided that big industry is more important than protecting the future of this state and its children. 
I do not think it is appropriate that the government has done this, and I expect that there will be a bit of a backlash 
in the community. Going into the 2017 election, there was a lot of hope. I know that there was a lot of feedback 
from all sides of politics, whether they be Liberal, Labor or maybe even a few on the crossbenches. Some of the 
people in the country said that they want strong action on climate change. A real positive thing we can do in the 
community is to act on this. The government will not lose any votes, but listening to and taking advice from 
industry rather than the community is a sign of weakness, and the community will take note of this at the next 
election. The kids will be taking to the streets tomorrow, and it will not stop. I understand that the response from 
the Premier today was that he did not get an invitation. I can assure him that he will get an invitation to the next 
one, and I hope to see him out there, because he will have to explain his actions to those children. He will have to 
explain to the community why it is not within his remit to ensure the safety of our community. 

House adjourned at 5.38 pm 
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